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2.

Foster Care Prevention/Family Preservation

2.1 Services To Be Provided

Services shall be provided to families to prevent the need for foster care placement. Any
service available to a child in foster care placement shall be available to a child and his
family to prevent foster care placement based on an assessment of the child's and family's
needs. The Comprehensive Services Act for at-risk youth and families (CSA) requires
services to children and families that are child centered, family focused and community
based.

Services to prevent foster care placement may be paid from State Pool Funds, Family
Preservation funds, and Child Protective Service funds. Cases in which in-home services
to prevent foster care are delivered are to be entered in VACIS as Prevention and Support
cases or into SACWIS as Child Protective Services cases. Non-custodial foster care
cases, where the local board or other public agency designated by the Community Policy
and Management team places a child and legal custody remains with the parent(s) are
considered foster care cases, not prevention; (See Section 3.5.5).

2.2 Prevention Policy

The provision of services to prevent foster care placement will be guided by the following
policies:

2.2.1 Protective Services (Vol. VII, Section Ill, Chapter A)
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/cps/manual.cqi

Applies to children who are at risk of foster care placement due to child abuse and
neglect.

2.2.2 Prevention and Support Services for Families (Vol. VI, Section |l, Chapter E)

Applies to services provided to families to strengthen the family's ability to function
more effectively and prevent child abuse and neglect.

2.2.3 Appendix H of the Comprehensive Services (CSA) Implementation
Manual
www.csa.state.va.us/html/manual _pubs/csamanual word doc/appendixH.doc

Provides guidance for use of CSA State Pool Funds for foster care prevention.
Services provided to the child and family, per Appendix H, will generally be short-term
and intensive in order to prevent foster care placement. If services are needed
beyond the initial six months, the Family Assessment and Planning Team( FAPT)
must review the case and request approval in writing according to the guidelines in
Appendix H.


http://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/cps/manual.cgi
http://www.csa.state.va.us/html/manual_pubs/csamanual_word_doc/appendixH.doc
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